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Ramallah, 9 April 2008
Dear Ms. Veneman,

We are writing today to voice our concern about a matter that has been brought to our attention regarding the Israeli businessman Lev Leviev and his support to UNICEF. 

Leviev owns companies that are responsible for building housing units in several settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt), in contravention of international humanitarian law. 

He has also supported UNICEF on three occasions in 2007/8, by sponsoring fundraising events and activities for UNICEF that were organized by the French magazine Gala.  

We are aware that Adalah-NY: The Coalition for Justice in the Middle East has provided you with detailed information regarding Leviev’s settlement building in the oPt and his claims to be a direct partner of UNICEF. We are also aware that UNICEF has not yet taken a clear position in response to Adalah-NY's inquiries. 

In the interest of protecting and ensuring the rights of Palestinian children, we - Defence for Children International-Palestine Section and the Palestinian Network for Children’s Rights -  request that UNICEF rejects all support – both direct and indirect – from Lev Leviev; and, as a matter of urgency, publicly renounces any connections with him due to his involvement in settlement construction. 

UNICEF cannot promote children's rights and international law, renounce settlements and simultaneously accept funds from a settlement builder. UNICEF knows as well as DCI-Palestine and all other child rights actors in the oPt that settlement construction is not only illegal but also has a profound negative impact on the lives of many Palestinian children. 

In order to build these illegal colonies, the State of Israel has confiscated acres and acres of cultivated and non-cultivated privately-owned land, depriving scores of families of their assets and livelihood, thus severely compromising their ability and options to provide for their children. In some cases this leads to a reversal of roles, whereby the children have to drop out of school in order to help provide for their families, by working to supplement income or by saving their parents the need to pay for school fees. 
For example, in the West Bank village of Jayyous, the construction of Leviev's settlement nearby and the construction of the wall to annex more land for the settlement has denied scores of families access to their farmland, leading to the drop out of a staggering 103 out of a total of 195 students in grades 7-12, according to the school’s headmaster. 
Furthermore, the Israel/oPt Working Group on UN Security Council Resolution 1612 on Children and Armed Conflict (henceforth 1612 Working Group) has been monitoring and reporting on child rights violations that can be directly and indirectly attributed to the presence of settlements and settlers in the West Bank. As you are aware UNICEF is a founding member of this Working Group. 

Settler violence is one of the most common violations linked to settlements. In 2007, the 1612 Working Group documented at least 17 incidents of settler violence, in which children were wilfully assaulted and/or kidnapped by settlers. While writing this letter, DCI received a report that on Monday 7th April, a 15 year old shepherd from Salim, a village near the West Bank city of Nablus, was run over and killed by a settler bus, while grazing his flock of sheep. 
Another horrific example is the case of 15 year old Amran F., who, while tending his sheep near Nablus was kidnapped, stripped, and severely beaten up by settlers to the point of losing consciousness several times last August
. 
Military violence linked to the construction of the wall and settlements is another violation that children suffer. During popular protests against the illegal construction of the wall and the settlement of Mattityahu East on lands belonging to residents of the West Bank village of Bil’in, 13 children have been imprisoned and approximately 300 injured by the Israeli military over the space of three years, according to information provided by a community leader. 

One of the companies building Mattiyahu East is a company owned by Leviev called Danya Cebus.
Restriction of movement and access to basic services such as education and healthcare is another common violation as a result of the settlements. In order to ensure separation, security and comfort for settlers and space for settlements, Israel has imposed an apartheid-like system comprising of settler-only roads, a 8-metre high concrete wall, numerous roadblocks and a policy of arbitrary closure which forbids Palestinians, including children, from accessing certain areas and moving from place to place.  

The land confiscation, closure policies and settler violence are just three examples of factors that contribute to indirect forcible transfer of Palestinians, whereby entire families are invariably left with little choice but to abandon their homes, lands and livelihoods.

It is for these reasons that Defence for Children International-Palestine Section and the Palestinian Network for Children’s Rights sees UNICEF’s acceptance of in-kind or financial support from Leviev- whether direct or indirect – untenable. Leviev is publicly exploiting UNICEF's name to deflect scrutiny from his violations of international law. We must act to stop this exploitation. Consequently we urge UNICEF to take immediate steps towards publicly renouncing connections with Leviev and to stop accepting any kind of support from his companies. 
Thanking you in advance for your attention to this matter 

Sincerely, 
George Abu Al Zulof
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� For the full story, pictures and Amran’s testimony, please see
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