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OPACAIlternative Report

Defence for Children Internationallsrael Section(DCl-Israel) is the only organsion that is

devoted exclusively to the protection of the rights and welfare of all children, regardtess of
backgroundi n t he State of l srael, and as well as
administrative actions in other states and territories. B€hel acts through direct public

service projects and projects involving public advocacy. In recent years thgjsetp have

included children in Israel, both Jewish and Arab; children whose parents are immigrants or
workers from abroad; thos¢hat areaffected by the hostilities in Lebanon; and children living

in the Territories administered by the Palestiniamiority. The latter project is in coordination

with DCI-Palestine. Since its founding in 1987, Di€lael (known in Hebrew as AVI) has

created a variety of pioneering programs that have improved the lives of thousands of
children and raised publiawareness regarding chil drends rights
children are provided with adequate health services, good educational opportunities, legal
counsding and in general that they are protected against exploitatioDCI-l sr ael 0 s
programmespr o mot e anholvément e ndécsiomaking processethat affect their

future.

Defence for Children InternationalPalestine Sectior{DCI-Palestine)is a nongovernmental,

nonprofit, independent Palestinian orgaatson established in 199&sv i si on i s AA Pal
community f it 7Tfaecaommunitylthatgdshfried ahd iedegendent, where justice,
equality and respect for human dignity prevail; and where children can enjoy and exercise their
human rights without any kind of discrimtian. DCIPalestin®d s mi ssi oneands t o p
protect the rights of Palestinian children in accordance with theGénvention on the Right$ o

the Childand dher international, regional and local standard3CI-Palestine implements five

thematic programmes, which are interrelated and all together contribtd the creation of a
comprehensive protective environment for children in@iRS: Protection of Children Victims

of Community/Domestic Violenderotection of Children in Conflict with the Lawrotection of

Child Political DetaineesChild Participation and Community Mobilisatipand Accountability.

On the Palestinian Authorit{PA) level DCI-Palestine lobbies for better child protection
legislation and irplementation of the rule of lawin addition, DCIPalestine focuses on
strengthening the commitment and capacitykey stakeholderssuch as policymakers, civil

society and the mediao support child rights. Another focus is the promotion of child
participation in Palestinian societyFinally, DClI-Palestine works to improve the accountability

of themaindutybear er s of Pal e st namelytsmael antt théd RAtheuglb s r i g
advocacy and lobbying. With regard to the fornieGl-Palestin® main strategy is to focus on

third State responsility.
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1. Introduction

1.1 As leading child rights organisatisnbasedin Israel andthe Occupied Palestinian
Territory (OPT), DClisrael and DCPalestine wishto bring to the attention of the
Committeeon the Rights of the Chilithe Committee) certain specific issuEscerning
thel sr ael iuse affPamstiian children(under 18) in hostilities the use of
Palestinian children as human shields attedmpts to recruit them agormers

1.2 The use of Palestinian childreas human shields and informdoy the Israeli army
violates Article 2of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
on the Involvemeinof Children in Armed Conflict (2000) (OPACYherefore, this report
will focus ontheconsi der ati on of | srael 0sandcthemp!| i an
compulsoryi albeit temporary and unofficial recruitment ofPalestiniansinder18 in
State armed force$his report does not cover other OPAC articles as tbegern either
a St at eproadumes forstheecruitmentand useof its own nationals or the

recruitmentanduse ofunder18sby nonState armed groups

1.3 The presenteport focuses exclusively amcruitment and use dPalestinianchildren
residingin the OPT(Gaza Strip and West BanK)he report dog not otherwise deal with
the rights of Israeli childremesidingin Israel or the West Bankwith Arab Israeli
childrenresidinginside Israelor with Palestinian children recruited by armed groups in
the OPT

14. I srael 6s first per ioaitimplemerdgation ofth€dneentionroe Co mm
the Rights of the Childmitted information pertaining to the rights of Palestinian children
living in the OPT® In its Concluding Observations on Ista&dsued in 2002, the
Committee statediGiven the responsibility of the State party for the implementation of
the Convention in the occupied Palestinian territories, the Committee deeply regrets the
lack of any information about the situation of children the occupied Palestinian
territoriesd* De s pi t e t ihitialsreportl os itsairapledentation of OPAGnhce
againdisregardsll issues relating tBalestinian ciidren in the OPT.

! sraeli Military Law (Military Order 132)defines Palestinian children as individuals below the age ofnl6,
contrast to the situation inside Israel where majority is not attained until the 28e of

2 The first two categories should be reported on by Israeli organisations with knowledge of Israeli domestic law
concerning procedures for the recruitment and deployment of individuals under the age of 18 by thar§bate

armed forces. The third category clearly falls outside the mandate of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, as
neither the Palestinian National Authority nbe Hamasde factogovernmentre parties to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. Thehird category will form the subject of a forthcoming DR4lestine report on the use of
Palestinian children in the armed conflict in the OPT, as an update tepbd Use of Children in the Occupied
Palestinian TerritoriegAugust 2004) http://www.dcipal.org/english/publ/display.cfm?Docld=277&Categoryld=8

]l srael 6s First Periodic Report ORG/C/8Ade4d QD FebniatyPBe on t he
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/CRC.C.8.Add.44.En?0OpenDocument

* Concluding Observations of the Committen the Rights of the Chil(lCRC/C/15/Add.195 (9 October 200p
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/CRC.C.15.Add.195.En?OpenDocypaeagraph 2
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15. The present report is based on evidence collecte@®lyPalestine fieldworkers and
lawyerson the use of Palestinian childras human shieldand informers Information

contained inthe report also draws on over §7e ar s of experience of

Child Rights Monitoring and Documentation Unit.

2. Background

2.1  The Palestinian population of the OPT has lived ubedéigerentisraeli occupatiosince
1967. As an occupying power, Israel has a dutgamply with principlesof International
Humanitarian Law In addition, the Israeli government has a duty to uphold applicable
International Human Rights Laimstrumentsin the West Bank and Gaza Stfiindeed
UN Treaty Bodiesi including the Committe®n the Rights of the Child and other
international institutions have on a number of occasions expressed the view that
International Human Rights Lawhould apply in the West Bankand Gaza Strip,
regardless of any state of armed conflict in these asgakhat the government of Israel
is responsible for its implementatibn

2.2. Thelsraelioccupationof the Palestinian territory is taking plasghin the context of an
ongoing international armed confligt is regulated by Israeli military lawcharacterised
by ongoing militarysurveillance and army incursions, aadforced throughmilitary
courts. One of the primary objectives of the presence dfthaeliarmy on the occupied
territory is to eradicate or discourage resistance to the occup@bothis end, Israeli
soldiers caduct intelligence gathering missions, search and arrest operations, and engage
in direct hostilities withthe local populationPalestinian children are exposed daily to
threats arising from the presence of armed soldiers in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

2.3. There are two ways in which Palestinian children in the OPT are directly used by the
Israeli army in hostilities: they are occasionally used as civilians to shield Israeli soldiers

® Applicable principles of International Humanitarian L&WL) are mainly found in thélague Regulation§1907)
andFourth Geneva Conventiai1949), both of which largely codify customary international tawthe conduct of
hostilities

® Applicable InternationalHuman Rights Law (IHRL) refers to the internationaluman rights treaties to which

Israel is a State Party. Note on applicabilityldRL i n Ga z a: After the September
Israel declared that it was no longer an occupying power bound by obligations imposed under international law. This
position has been almost unanimously rejected by the international catyiroanthe basis that Israstill has
0effective controlé of Gazads border s, coastline, ai
and sewer systemd.canopen or ¢l ose Gazaébés crossings at will and
people including those seeking medical assistance abroad.

" Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC/C/15/Ajd9l@&tober 200p
paragraph 2; Concluding Observatiorfstite Human Rights Committe@CPR/C/79/Add/9B (18 August 1998
paragraph 10and Ibid. (CCPR/CO/78/ISRR (21 August 2008 paragraph 11; Concluding Observations of the
Committee Against Tortur@CAT/C/ISR/CO/9 (14 May 2009 paragraph 11tnternational Court of Justicéegal
Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Terrddmisory Opinion,
paragraph409, 112 and 113.
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from attacks or assist them during military incursions and larde eparations; and they
areregularlycoerced or threatened into becoming infersfor Israel. Section 3 of the
presentreportwilc onsi der | sr ae ODRPAS with cegapd$ tohe rssue of wi t h
children used aBuman shieldsand section 4 will focusohsr ael 6 s attempt s
children agnformers

3. Use of Palestinian children as human shields

Executive summary

3.1. The use of civilians as human shields constitutes a war &riime Israeli military
continues to use Palestiniahildrenas human shields during ground military operations
despite he October 2005uling of thelsraeli High Court of Justicéhat bannedhis
practice’ Since 2004, DGPalestinehasdocumented six irdents in whichat leastl1
children were used as human shieldlsong these cases, at least six children were used
as human shields by Israeli troopsur i ng | srael 6s r einGard Oper
Most of them were subjected abuse andl -treatmentwhile detained, and most of them
have beemsychologically scarred by the experiente.addition, me child was shot
twice whileassisting Israeli soldieia 2007*° However, even weltlocumented incidents
are rarely investigated and perpetrsnot properly held to account

Recommendation:

3.2. The State party shouldake immediate steps to ensure compliance VitRAC and the
2005 ruling of its own High Court of Justiceand adopt measure$o ensurethat the
Israeli army desists from using human shieldsnd that all cases involving the r my 6 s
use of under-18s as human shields in military operationsare thoroughly and
impartially investigated andthat those found responsible are brought promptly to
justice.

Definition

3.3. The practice of using human shields involves forcing civilians to directly assist in
military operations or using them to shield an area or troops from attack. Both of these

8 On the basis of Article 28 of thHeourth Geneva Conventicend Articles 51(7) and %8) of theFirst Additional
Protocol to the Fourth Geneva ConventibrSee International Committee of the Red Cross (ICR@)r Crimes

under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and their source in Internationaritarian Law-
Comparative Table (October 2008) http://www.icrc.org/Web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/waimesfactsheet
311008/$File/EN%2®620War_Crimes_Comparative Table. poige 12

® Adalah versus Miltary Commander of the West BarfCJ 3799/0 (6 October 2005):
http://www.adalah.org/features/humshields/decision061005.pdf

°The case of 14earold Rana N. (Annexure A, Case 5) was documented by the Israeli human rights organisation
B 6 T s endelata shared with DCI. Theeas wa s r e p o r t 200 Amnnal R2@off: $lemare Rights in the
Occupied TerritoriegJanuary 2008http://www.btselem.org/Download/200712_Annual Report engpmatje 35.
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34.

3.5.

circumstancegxpose civilians to mortal dangeZivilians are usually threatened and/or
physically coerced into performing these tasks, most of the time at gunpoint.

Examples of the use ofhildren as human shields by the Israeli military include:
compellingthemto search bags or houses fmople, weapons oexplosives; forcing
them tocarry messages or orders to Palestinian individuals suspected of beingdnvolve
in hostilities detainingtheminside houses where soldiers haskenmilitary positions,

so that Palestiniaarmed groups will refrain from firing at the soldieasitdmakingthem
stand near, awvalk in front of, soldiers during confrontatiorie literally shield them from
gunfire andor stonethrowingi sometimesoldiers fire over the shouldes§thechildren

thus detained.

Case 1

In April 2004, duringprotests againdhe construction of theVall nearthe West Bank
village of Biddy a 13yearold boy, who was not involved in the demonstratiavas
arrested, slapped and kicked by Israeli soldiers and tiedriititary jeep for four hours
to deter stone throweemnd shield Israeli soldier$his incident falls outside the reporting
period but will provideghe Committeavith useful background infonation on the Israeli
ar my o6s jprioato 200% dlsefollowing case isa summary of the incident;
affidavits and photographs can be found\imexure AT Case 1

Case 1i Mohammad B. (13)

On 15 April 2004, there was a demonstration againstctimstruction of the Wall ir
Biddu, a village near RamallalThirteenyearold Mohammadwas not participating ir
the protesbutjoined a group of young men watchitggaelisoldiersfrom a nearby hill

It was about 12:30pm whem armyfour-wheelerstarted drivingowards themTheboys
ran away, and the vehiclie driven by two soldier§ chasedMohammad The soldiers
threw a sound bomb towards hamd caught himThey slapped him, accusédim of
throwing stoneshendragged him on the ground and pbim on afour-wheeler.

They drove toa place withsoldiers andeepsnearby There, Mohammad was assaull
by several soldiergiTwo soldiers attacked me and kept hitting me randomly all ove
body. One of them hit me with his hands, while the dicked med

Mohammad washen lifted up andglacedon the bonnet of anilitary jeep; one ofhis
arms wastied to the grille with his belt. Hewas kept in this position for founours.
During this time, an officer slapped hiamd abig soldier punched i in the facewhich
made him cryin pain. The protesters then started throwing stones towards the sol
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AThe soldiers fired tear gas canisters at the young men but the canisters were
back. | began coughing and mucus came out of my mouth.d askeldier to take m:
inside the¢gep but he r es plekadiedas hbuyt suapydi i nagah
slapping med

At 4:30pm,Mohammadwas untied he was therthrown inside the jeep and hit his he:
He was eventuallyaken to anearby village with a heavy Israeli army preseacel
dropped therdt took him about two hours to get honaad be reunited with his family

Prohibition under international law

3.6. The forced recruitment of undéBs for participation in hostilitiebreaches Article 2 of
the Optional Protocdb the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of
Children and Armed Conflict ratified by Israel in 2005 which prohibits States Parties
from compding any undetl8 to serve irtheir armiesii St at es Parti es shal
persons who have not attained the age of 18 years are not compulsorily recruited into
their armed forces. 0

3.7.  Furthermore, this practiceontravenes Ricle 28 of theFourth Geneva Convention
ratified by Israel in 1951. Article 28tatesthal The pr esence of a prot
not be usedo render certain points or areas immune from military operatiods
addition, Article 51 of the same Convention prohibits the occupying power from
compellingciviliansit o undertake any wor k which woul c
of taking part in military operations'd The prohibition is further emphasised in Article
51(7) of theFirst Additional Protocol to the Fourth Geneva Conventighich shtes
that: "Parties to the conflict shall not direct the movement of the civilian population or
individual civilians in order to attempt to shield military objectives from attacks or to
shield military operations.This position reflects customary interivatal law™?

Prohibition under Israeli domestic law

38. In October 2005, the Israeli High Court of Justice (HCJ) authoritatively Fulleat the
practice of using civilians as human shields runs counter to principles contained in the
Fourth GenevaConvention On the basis ofa fundamental principle of the law of
belligerent occupatiomamelyfithe prohibition of use of protected residents as a part of

™ Article 147 of theFourth Geneva Conventiod, e f i corepellingia protected person to serve in the forces of a
hostie Powed as a figrave breacho of the Convention, entailin
12 Under Article 8(2)(b)(xxiii) of theRomeStatute of the International Criminal Couthe use of human shields is a

war ¢ uUtlizimg the piiesence of a civilian or other protected person to render certain points, areas or military
forces immune from military operatianglthough Israel hasat to join the 108 nations that have ratified the Rome
Statute, this article does reflect customary international law.

13 Adalah versus Military Commander of the West B@g#RJ 3799/0%

9



OPACAIlternative Report

the war effort of the occupying armdyand on the basis of a fundamental principle of
international humanitarian law, namefiyhe duty to distance innocent local residents
from the zone of hostilitiés the courtruled that'the civilian population is not to be used
for the military needs of ghoccupying army %

Incidents

39. Despite tlese prohibitions Palestinian and Israeluman rights organisations report
ongoing use of human shieJdscluding undefl8s, by Israeli soldiers in the occupied
territory. Since 2087 they e ar o fratificationaofeQPAG and of the Israeli HCJ
ruling i DCI-Palestinehas documentefive incidents in which at leadtO children were
used as human shields by Israeli soldiers dugimgy incursions or largecale military
offensiveg Cases 24 and6-7]. In each casehe childrenweresubjected to abuse andill
treatmentat the hands ofoldiers.In addition, the Israeli human rights organisation
B dselent® documented the case of a-fidarold girl shot twice while being used to
assist soldiersn al-Bureij Refugee @mpin the GazaStrip in July 2007 [Case5]. A
complete list of incidentgvolving the use of undet8s as human shields in the period 2004
2009 is availablen Annexure B.

3.10. In February 2007DCI-Palestinedocumented twdwuman shielccaseslIn two separate
incidentsduring the Israelmi | i tA&@mpyed sat i o n inMHNaklus daeliroops 0

coerced children into assisting them with dangerous tasks and/or used them to shield

themselves from attack8 The following paragraphsre summaies of these incidents
v i c t affidasité and photographs can be foundAimexure A1 Case 2andCase 3
Both ases were reported in tB807report of theUN SecretaryGeneral on children and
armed conflict’

Case 2

3.11. A 15yearold boywas forcedat gunpointto walk in front of soldiersand toenter and
search houses while soldiers were shodtirggammunitionbehind and around him.

Case21 AmeedE. (15)

On Monday, 26 February 200&arly in the morningsoldiers burst into the home d%-
yearold Ameedthrowinga sound bomb into theouse The familytried to escapgbut

“bid. Page 12paragraph 24 quoting Aharon Baraiken theChief Justice of the HCJ.

“Bo6Tselem: The Israeli I nformation Ce mtp:iwew.ltselem.drbu ma n
% Theseincidentswere also documented by 6 T s e | 2007 Arnnumal Report: HumaRights in the Occupied
Territories (January 2008), pages-35.

" Report of the UN Secretai@eneral to the General Assemblg " Se8siorandto the Security Council, orthe

issue of bildren and armed conflict (A/62/609 1  S/2007/757) (21 December 2007
http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=A/62/G8¥8agraph 83
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they were stopped lgoldierswho grabbedAmeed andoushedhim from one soldier tc
another He and the family werrced at gunpoint into a neighbouring house, wher:
entire family was detained. Family members were called for interrogation one by ¢

Ameed was told tovalk to a neighbouring househ i s u n c | ighey askedno
to walk in front of them. Fousf them followed me with their weapons loaded and re
to shootb Ameedhadto askeverybody insidehe housdo leave while soldierskept a
safe distance

Later on, he wasrdered to accomparspldiersto hisu n ¢ | e 6 agairhidhers were
12 ofthem carrying weapons and fully prepared. When we reached the entrance
house, they asked me to open the door and walk into the house. It was difficult fc
open the door because | could not see it clearly. The soldiers had thrown a smok
in the place; a practice followed by the soldiers when they raid houses in ort
suffocate people inside. However, | did manage to open the door and they '
behind me. Whenever there was a door, the soldiers would ask me to open it, w
the roam, and then start shooting after asking me to step a@side.

The soldiers then aske&imeedto walk in front of themad hishouse fiThis time | was
terrified because the soldiers were shooting and forcing me to walk in front of
towards our house 20 mies away from a$alam mosque. They searched it, an
forced himto goto his n c | e 6 eagainara opereits windows.

The soldiers | eft at about 7:30am af
Case 3
In a similar incident just two days lateran 11-yearold girl was irterrogated and
threatenedo be imprisoned if she did not cooperate; she twasforced to walk in front
of Israeli soldiers into an abandoned building which the soldiers believed was sheltering
armedmen She was asked to search the house while soldiers were following her.
Case3i Jihan D. (11)
On the morning of 28 February 2007, Israeli soldiers forced their way into the |
belonging to Jihais family, inthe Old Cityof Nablus. The family was confingd one
room where the soldiers interrogated th&nobtain information on shootirg from

nearbyrooftops.

The soldiers left and returned with more soldiers at aragb@@m. The family was
once again forced into one ro@and interrogatedhis time for several hours. One of t

11



OPACAIlternative Report

soldiers then askedl1-yearold Jihan to accompany him. She screamed, and m
towards her mother. The soldgnabbed her hanandpulledher ouside

An Israeli security officer interrogatedhdin, shouting at her in Hebrew while anotl
soldier translated for them into Arabic. They demanded thateshéhém about the
youths shooting from the rooftops. They told her that her father had said that shs
about them. Terrified that she would deested, or even killediihantold themwhat
she knewthatmenslept inanabandoned house, about 50 metres away.

The soldierdorced her towalk them to tht house.filt was around 8:30pm when tt
interrogator asked me to accompany him to show ttierhouse; something | did n
oppose. | walked in front of the soldiers who were armed and ready tocNh@bén
they arrived, a soldier took Jihan back to her housekepiher in a roormalone

About 15 minutes later, three soldiers came to take Jihan and force her to lead t
into the abandoned house. Jihan entered the dark house, with the soldiers fo
behind her at a distanc8hewas made to climb the stairs towards the kitchen.
soldiers followed her, armed and ready to shoot.

At around10:00pm the soldiers took her back to her hau8®ne of he soldiers saic
d@do not tell anyone that you came with us, do not tell anyone that we tod@yother
soldier gave me a sweet and a bisdui.] | was afraid and exhausted.

After the incident, Jihan suffered from beetting.
Case 4

3.13. In April 2007, DCI-Palestinedocumentedan incident inwhich two boys (aged 14 and
15) wereplaced on the bamet of a military jeep to deter stone throwidigring a Israel
military incursion in Balata Refugee Camp in Nabllike following cases are incident
summaries; affidavits for these incidents can be founéinimexure A1 Case 4 These
cases weralsoreported in th&007report of the UN Secretai@eneralon children and
armed conflict®

Case4 - Ismail M. (14) and Oday G. (15)

Ismail (14) and hisfriend Oday(15), both employedas mectanics in Balata Bfugee
Ca mp , wer e sitti nat8:380am anildApril 2007awhéndsraseps
arrived Boys from Balatacamp started throwing stones at iseaeli armyvehicles and
the soldiers responded by firing sound bombs, teacgaistersand rubber bullets.

18 | bid.

12
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A soldiermotioned theno approah the jeepand punchedday in the faceThe soldier
shoutedat him and slappetim across the face and hands for 10 ut@swhile stones
continued to behrown at the jeepsfiOne of the stones hit me on my right ank
reported Odayiil told the soldierthat a stone had hit my leg but the soldier kept hit
meo Ismail said iThe soldierwas hittingmy left legwith the butt of his M16 anchy
abdomenwith its barrel, while Oday was being slapped acrdle face by the jeep
commander sittingni the frontseat next to the driver. Heas slapping him, punchin
him in the face, the abdomen, and the back, and telling him that he had see¢
throwing stones at the jeeps. Oday denieg, tsaying héhad been n hi s s ho

A soldier then orderethe boysto sit on the bonnet of the jeep whd®nes were stil
being thrown He told them thaif they broke thewindscreen they wauld be imprisoned
andwould have tgay for the damagé&enminuteslater, they were told to go and ke¢he
boys tostopthrowing stones. Ismail and Oday did as they were #éold then escaped.

Case 5

3.14. B 6 T s edbcanmentedhe case of a Igearold girl shot and severely injured by an
Israeli soldier while beingcompelledto assist soldiersn July 2007 near alBureijj
refugee camp ircentral Gaza®® The following is a case summary; an affidavit and
photographs for thisicident can be found iAnnexure AT Case 5

Case 5 Rana N. (14)

On 11 July 2007,14-yearold Rana and her cousiZeiad were sleeping dheir
gr andmot h,dnr thesastHimnoparsot al-Bureij Refugee Campa few hundrec
metres from the border with IsraeRana was staying there to help her all
grandmother. That day, sheke up to the sound @i explosion,approachinganksand
airplanesiil was terrified; | saw my grandmother and Zeiad were terriied.

Shortly after 7:30am, Israeli soldiers banged on the door. Rana opened the door i
armed Israelsoldiers their faces were painted blackhe soldiersasked the three to s
on the groundy the front door while they searched the holiis¥e were afraid of the
soldiers who were standing and directing their weapons towacd us.

After this, asoldier askedRanato go toherfamily house 25 metres awgyend to askher
family to go out of the houseShe started runningiAfter six metres, | felt pain in

¥ Data on this case was kindpyovidedb y B & Tamderépertad ir2007 Annual Report: Human Rights in the

Occupied TerritorieqJanuary 2008)http://www.btselem.org/Download/200712_Annual_Report_engmatje 35

DCI is unable to verify this information and cannot be held responsiblenfpinaccuraciesiB6 Ts @& emepor t .
For comments or additiondircthi nf or mati on, contact B6Tsel
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abdomen and fell to the ground. | felt dizzy and could hardly breathe. After that,
that somebodwascarryingmeandid on 6t know where they

Rana woke upn Seroka Hospitatour days laterher mother besidéner. Shehad been
shotin theabdomen and left legndfelt extremepain Shestayed in Seroka for treatme
for 21 days il suffered pain in my abdomemnd felt like the bullets had torn n
intestines; and | felt that some np® of my body were not there.have one leg sen
paralyzed, and | can hardly move it because of the bullet that it me.

315. During | srael s Oper atrip, DGHPaestisedoculmaentedtwoi n t h e
cases in whicliive children (in the first incident) and one chflith the second incident)
respectivelywere compelled to assist Israeli troops or useshieldthem from attack
The following are case summaries; affidavits and photographs for these incidents can be
found inAnnexure A1 Case 6andCase 7

Case 6

3.16. In the first case, on 5 January 2009, three brotledstwo of their cousins (all boys aged
12-17), as well ast leastnine other male relativesvere a@tained for 310 days and used
as human shiegtluring Operation Cast Lead.

Case6- Ali A. (16), 6 A IA.g15), Nafiz A. (17), HusseinA. (12) and Khalil A. (15)

Before10:00amon 5 January 200%sraelisoldiers stormed a house inAdiatra, northern
Gaza, where several families were sheltering from the ongoing air and ground ¢
The soldiers ordered 13 men and boys to exit the building and stand facing tF
outside with their hands up and fegiread apart. Ali (17) reported that the soldi
ordered them to strip to their underwear and then tied them together by their
forming a human chain. There were four children among them: Ali (16), his brother
(17) and O6AIl a cousinHussengl2)wel | as hi s

The men and boys were then led ins&de r e | lotse at guihmint where they we
blindfolded and held for several hours.réd male relativesncludingtheir 15-yearold
cousinKhalil A., were held there, handcuffed and blindfold€dalil and his family hac
been at home when about 30 Israeli soldiers burst into their d&EO0am that day
Khalil was mistreated while being interrogated, then held in the house with his unc
grandather, while the women and children were sent to seek refuge in a school.

At least 16 men and boygere in the houseall day without any food and with restricte

bathroom acces3he cuffs were made of plastic and cut into their flesh. At some
12-yearold Hussein started crying from paso he and his father were untieM a f i
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mobile phone hadung and beeimmediately confiscated; the#etaineesad no way of
communicating with the rest of their families.

In the eveningthe soldiers led them labutside where they stood sibg-side, still
blindfolded and tied togetheAli reported hearing a bulldozer and a loud explosior
seemed the bulldozer detonated an unidentified object. The men and boys stood ¢
the site of the explosion as the soldiers stood behind thieay were all taken back t
the house where thesgayed until 2:00am on 6 January.

Then, the soldiers made them walk in the dark and on muddy ground to aohouped
by soldiers Theyremained there briefly befotbey weremade to walk again until the
fell into a deep trench. The soldiers themtied the mea and boys and tied each o
separately witltheir hands behind their backs. It was extremely cold. The ground
damp, and they were wearing light clothkbalil reported:iil was extremely exhauste
to the point that | burst into tears. | pged the soldiers to untie me and allow me to
for a while, but one of the soldiers kicked my leg with his boots. It was very painful
cried more and more, but the soldiers did not do anytbiid daylight, Ali asked for
some wateandwas told AShut up.

The group a in the trench all day without any food, water or blankets. Solc
surrounded the trench and would occasionally openAiteeported:fiThe bullets fired
from their rifles flew over our heads and the bullet casings fell on tise trench. The
bullet casings were hot, and the sound of gunfire terrified me.

Early the next day, at 2:00am onJ&nuary, the men and boys were given blankets
they were still prevented from leaning back and had to keep sitting up. f e Ipdin
in my back from sitting in this position and from the extreme c@did Ali.

The next day, 8 January 2009, at around 6:00am, their blindfolds were removed a
were given food and water: a small loaf of bread with meat for each group otbpée}
and some water served in the empty meat cah.said: iThe can was dirty ani
disgusting. The water smelled like the dirty can, but | drank it because | was
thirsty.0 The soldiers then forced the men and boys to sit in two lines; they tie
blindfolded them again, before surrounding them with razor Winey spent the whol:
day and night thus, prevented from leaning back, while the soldiers were launching
araund them Ali told DCI: filt really terrified all of us. | heard the empty cases of
shells falling nearby immediately after each shell was fired. The shelling was conti
but not consecutive At some point, stones were falling into the trench.

Then the soldiers were replaced and a female soldier remdhedyounger boys,
i ncl udi n,dlusgeirand KhalilAflora the group and made them sit some disti
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3.17.

away, along with women and children who lthdsen to accompartlyeir male relatives
They were told that they would be released, avete ordered to go to Jabalia short
after. The group of women and children started heading sduthcludedA | i , ,
Husseinand Khalil An Apache helicoptevasflying above them.

After about 60 metrethey were stopped by a tank firing bullets towards their feet
above their heads. Petrified, they retreated back towards the &neth¢bok another roac
the Apache helicopter flying overhead, firing missiles ahead of tlignfielt it was
striking at s. | fell to the ground several times especially when the missiles were
because it created a horrifying soundaid Ali.

In town, the boys asked a stranger for water and headed towards Ghadidal School
wheretheir families were taking shelter iThey did not know what had happened to
and whether we were alive or dead. | started to cry because | was very happy, es|
after seeing my motherdli had not seen his mother for four days, since he was take
5 January in the mornind\s for Khalil: il saw my mother, grandmother, siblings, a
my unclesd wives and their children.
sad, and theyold me that my father had been killedhe waro

Seven days later, Naferrived atthe school he had been detained Beersheba prisor
along with aher members of the familyfhe familiesstayed in the school until Israe
troops withdrew on 18 January. There was insufficient water, food, blanket:

mattresses. Whetheyreturred home Al i 6 s f a mi thewindbves and doon
broken; shells insidthe houseK h a |l i | 6 s dhadtbéeraomplstelyldestnoged.
Case 7

In the secondiOp er at i on cdea st 15 laauarg 2009 9-yearold boy was
ordered to open bags and suitcases at gunpbimen he suggled to opem suitcasehe
was grabbed by the hair, slapped and slammed against th&@ edloldier then fired at
the suitcase to destroy the lock, which terrifioh.

Case7 - Majed R. (9)

At approximately 5:00anon 15 January 2009sraeli soldiers stormed the ground flc
of a residential building in Tel dflawa, Gaza City, while firing live round:
Approximately 40 men, women and children were sheltering inside. The sc
separated the men from the women and children, andeokrdee men to strip nake
before leading them out of the house one by one.

A soldier approached-gearold Majed, who was hiding behind his mother in fe
motioning him to step forward. The boy reported that the soldier then grabbed him
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shirt ard pushed him against the waiil thought they would kill me. | became ve
scared and wet my pants. | could not shout or say anything because | was to® ¢
The soldier was shouting at him in Hebrevihich Majeddoes not understand.

The soldier mobned atMajed whounderstood he was being ordered to open all the
and suitcases in the room and empty their contents. The boy opened the bagsrmn
as the soldiepointedhis gun at him froma distance ofL.5 metres. Shakingith fear,
Majed struggled to open one suitcase which was locked. The soldier graibdu, the
hair, slapped him in the face, and slammed him against the kiathen fired at the
suitcase to destroy the laakabbedViajedand ordered him to go back to his mother.

The women and children were kept insibe buildingfor five hours. Majed reported thi
soldierswould scare them for fuby runningthe red ligho f t hei r weap
bodesor simulating sounds of explosionst around 3:00pmthey were toldd goto the
Red Crescenholding a white flag, and were released.

3.18. This incident was included in the repamh Operation @st Leadof the UN Special
Represerdtive of the Secretar§generalSRSG)on Children and Armed Conflict to the
10" Session of the HumaRights Councif® The joint Special Procedure report to which
the SRSGOs report I's annexed ifiRatiesutd@ad t he
conflict must also take precautions to protect civilians and civilian objects under its
contol from the effects of attacks; this includes avoiding placing military objectives
within or near densely populated areas and keeping civilians away from military targets.
The use of human shields is also prohibited. Contrary to the general principle of
precautions against the effects of attacks, this prohibition must be understood to require
the specific intent to use civilians to immunize otherwise legitimate military objectives
from lawful attaclo®

3.19. The Operation Cast Lead incidents reported above (Cases 6 and 7) are corroborated by
recent testimonies from Israeli soldiers who served during the offensive. The testimonies

? Report of the UN Special Representative of the Secr&@aneral (SRSG) on Children and Armed Conflict to the

10" Session of the Human Rights Council, annexe€@dmbined report of th&pecial Rapporteur on the situation

of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 18&¥Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone

to the enjoyment of the highedtainable standard of physical and mental health, the Special Representative of the
SecretaryGeneral for Children and Armed Conflict, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes
and consequences, the Representative of the Seefa¢argal on the human rights of internally displaced persons,

the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and on
the right to nordiscrimination in this context, the Special Rapporteur on the riglfiddd, the Special Rapporteur

on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, the Special Rapporteur on the right to education and the
independent expert on the question of human rights and extreme p@¥&iRC/10/22)20 March 2009:
http://www?2.0hchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/10session/ A.HRC.10.22padgraph 10.T h e SRSGb6s
report was included in a joint report on the impact of Operation Cast pessented by all relevant Special
Procedures mandatelders and submitted to the Human Rights Council pursuant to Resoleidno$12 January
20009. Note that the SRSG6s source for the human shield
2 |bid, paragraph 16
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were collected by Breaking the Silentean Israeli organsation campaigning agast
human rights abuseommitted by the Israeinilitary i andpublished in a booklet on 15

July 2009%? The booklet contains 54estimonies of soldiers who participated in

Operation Cast Lead hetestimonybelow, given anonymouslyrovides evidence othe
useoft he finei ghbour procedureodo:® n violat

Name ***

Rank: ***

Unit:; ***

Placeof incident: ***

Description:

It was the first week of the war, fighting was intense, there were explosive chai
expose, tunnels in open spaces and armed men inside houses. Warfare was ¢
basically a very small area was occupied. Every unit, every force had a rather
designated area of several dozen houses only, which they had to take over, and ti
a whole week. That is warfare and that took a whole week. They really moved

Close in on each house. The method used has a new nanienmlnger 'neighbar

procedure." Now people are called 'Johnnie." They're Palestinian civilians, and tt
called Johnnies and there were civilians there who stayed in spite of the flyers th
distributed before it went in. Most people did leave, but some civilians stayeatdth
over the houses. Perhaps they had nowhere else to go. Later we saw people th
could not walk, some simply stayed to keep watch. To every house we close in
send the neighlw in, 'the Johnnie," and if there are armed men inside, we, dike

working the 'pressure cooker' in the West Bank.

Every unit is familiar with a different kind of 'pressure cooker' practice. What do
you mean by it?

I'm not sure either about the 'pressure cooker' procedures there, they could be di
Essentlly the point was to get them out alive, go in, to catch the armed men.
weren't many encounters. Just a few. In one case, our men tried to get them to cc

22 hitp://www.shovrimshtika.org/oferet/index_e.asp

ZThe fAnei ghb o ua prapticeaherenyRatestitiancivisan residents of a conflict zone atsedto

perform military operationsn the area, e.gknock on doors, check suspicious objects, and to walk in front of
soldiers as the army surroundstésgets. In its petition to the Israeli High Court of Justice filed in 2002, Adalah and
other petitioners argued that this procedure plasing the lives of civilians in unnecessary danger and amounted to

on

m

the use of civilians as hostages and human shidldglah and other petitioners argued tiiat he | sr ael i ar
well-trained force, and its purpose by definition, is to performtaryi assignments without involving civilians,
unnecessarily endangering their | i ve sAdalahBricfing Paper:espect i

The

Use of Palestinian Civiians as Human Shields by the Israeli Arfdyly 2003:

http://www.adalah.org/eng/features/humshields/03_07 humshields_briefing.pdf
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then they opened fire, fired some amatik missiles at the house and at some p
brought out a B9, combat helicopters. There were three armed men inside.
helicopters fired anttank missiles and again the neighibavas sent in. At first he tol
them that nothing had happened to them yet, they were still in there. Again helic
wee summoned and fired, | don't know at what stage of escalation (in the use of
The neighbor was sent in once again. He said that two were dead and one wa
alive, so a B9 was brought and started demolishing the house over him unti
neighbour went in, the last armed man came out and was caught and passed on
Shabaké The commanders tell what t he"
on the inside. They also talked about things that bothered them. They said that c
were usd to a greater extent than just sending them into houses. For example, s
them were made to smash walls with 5 kilo hammers. There was a wall around
where the force didn't want to use the gate, it needed an alternative opening for
boobytraps or any other device. So the "Johnnies" themselves were required tc
open another hole with a hammer. Talking of such things, by the way, there was
published by Amira Hass iHaaretzdaily newspaper, aboutaBalia where a guy tells
exactly the same thing. It's the guy who was sent. | saw him afterwards, the guy w
made to go into that house three times. He also told us about being given hami
break walls.

So you say that, from your own experience, thefs truth in these publications.
Yes. It was ludicrous to read it and then hear the response of the army spokesper:
the matter was investigated and there are no testimonies on the ground and t
Israeli army is a moral army. It raises doubtscat the army spokesperson's response
gener al when you know for a fact tha
the force would enter while placing rifle barrels on a civilian's shoulder, advancing
a house and using him as a human lshi€ommanders said these were the instructi
and we had to do ité Anyway, at the
said he didn't know about these things, and the guys, commanders who had bes
the first week, said they saw civiliansig assigned to break walls and enter with r
barrels on their shoulders. He said he didn't know this and would look into it. |
nothing substantial had been done about it, I'm also in touch with one of the o
there at present and | don't &w if an investigation was made and nothing was foun
that nothing was cleared up. Several weeks later, the story came out in the pape
these exact incidents, where they were given hammers to break walls, in our are:
can say with certainty

July 2009

Child rights violationsand longterm consequences

3.20 Each incident reported above characterised by the temporary detention wal€ll
physicalill -treatmenbf unarmedchildren coerceéhto assisnhg Israeli troops Therefore
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as well as violating OPAC Article 2each incidentconstitutes a violatiorof the
concerned chi | thairaghtdosbe free fgpom phydical orImentakviolence,
abusejlI-treatment or exploitatignand their right to freedofit For 14yearold Rana,
the incident had serious repercussions on her health and education:

Until today | feel dizzy and | cannot go to the bathroom alone and | cannot eat no
because of the injury of my abdomen, the only food that | can have is yoghurt an
As a result of my injury my life has become hard; | can not move freely. | was takin
of my grandmother, but now | am in need for somebody to take care of me. The a(
year started on 1 September 2007, | do not know how | can go to school ifffitust ¢
health condition.

Rana (14), one month after sustaining injut

3.21. Children interviewed by DCPal est i ne and [Riagrssigectedmther e por t
following type of physical and psychological abudgle detained by Israeli soldiers

Being slappedepeatedly across the faiceluding while blindfoldef
Being punched in the face in the abdomen including while blindfoldé%
Beingkickedincludingwhile blindfolded?’

Being hitor proddedith a rifle?®

Beinghandtuffed for severahourswith plastic ties that cut into the flegh
Being forced to sit in painful positions fover 48 hours®

Being denied food and watfar over 24 hourg?

Being denied access to a bathro@mdenied privacy while using the bathrgdm
Being denied adegte clothing in cal weatheffor at least 24 hour®
Being dragged for 20 metres and pushed against &tvalll;

Being grabbed by the halt;

Beingshouted at anderbally abused®

Being made to fear being shot aheén laughed at’

= =4 4 8 -5 4 -5 -4 -5 -9 -2 -9 2

4 CRC Articles 6, 19 and 37.

% Case 2 (Ameed slapped five times); Case 4 (Odaglappedmany times); Case 6 (Khalilslapped repeatedly);
Case 7 (Majed slapped once).

%6 Case 4Qday and Ismail); Case 6 (Khaliltwice).

27 Ccase 6 (Ali and Khalil kicked in the legs).

% Case 4 (Ismail hit in leg and abdomen); Case 6 (all five children prodded with guns while blindfolded)

# Case 6 (all five children handcuffed painfully for days, almost without interruptions)

%0 Case 6 (all five children)

31 Case 2 (Ameed); Case @l(ehildreni denied food for over 24 hours); Case 7 (Majdive hours)

% Case 2 (Ameed); Case 6 (all childriemprevented from using a bathroom for five hours; Khalil and Ali denied
privacy when using the bathroom); Case 7 (Mdjgdevented from using bathroom for five houjs

* Case 6 (all five children, for over 24 hours)

3 Case 7 (Majed)

% Case 7 (Majed)

% Case 4 (Oday); Case 7 (Majed)

20



Defence for Children Internation@Cl)
1 Being detained alone inraom for an undetermined number of hotfts;
f Being threatened with physical violendecluding being shoor being imprisoned’
1 Being shot with live ammution.*°

| sat in the same spot the whole night until morning. Israeli tanks and artillery
surrounding the trench and firing shells towards Beit Lahiya to the East. At ai
7:00pm, | started screaming because | was extremely exhausted, to the point tisal
into tears. | begged the soldiers to untie me and allow me to rest for a while, but
the soldiers kicked my leg with his boots. It was very painfull @neéd more and moreg
but the soldiers did not do anything.

Khalil (15)

3.22. Much of the conduct referred to alve contravenes either Article (forture) and/or
Article 16 (other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment) oblthe
Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishmen{1984), whichthe State Brty ratified in 1991*

3.23. Mostof thechildrenwho told their storiesonfessed to being terrified and crying out of
fear or pain.Even whenthey werephysically unharmed, it is clear that many of the
childrendetained by Israeli troops amdmpelledto carry out dangerous military tasks
have been psychologically scarred. The extent of the psychological impact of their
terrifying experience is of coursmpossibleto assess.

| am sometimes ashamed to talk abithings in detail with people | do not know. | &
also afraid to tell people about the difficult situation | experienced, which | do not |
remember . I dondt even talk about it
cry when | remember

Majed (9)

Accountability

3.24. The 2005 ruling of the Israeli High Court of Justice appeared to demonstrate an intended
shi ft in the ©policy and practice charact e
civiians as human shields in militagperations. However, as illustrated through the
20072009 incidents abovehe Israeli army continues to use Palestinian civilians

37 Case 7 (Majed)

% Case 6 (Khalil detained in a bathroom for half an hour)

39 Case 2 (Ameed verbally threatened to be shot); Case 3 (Jihaerbally threateed to be put in prison); Case 7

(Majedi visually thregened with being killed).

“0Case 5 (Rana shot in leg and abdomen)

“I The UN Committee Against Torture reviewed I$raes Four t h Per i oM Cooverflan\gaindt under
Torture in May 2009 and issued Concluding@bservations (CAT/C/ISR/CO/4)(14 May 2009):
http://www?2.ohchr.orgénglish/bodies/cat/docs/cobs/CAT.C.ISR.CO.4.pdf
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including children,as human shields violation of International Humanitarian Law,
International Human Rights Law amal contempt ofthe 2005HCJ judgment,with near

total impunity. Letters of allegations from human rights organisatioarge so faeither

remaired unanswered or wee typically answered withrempty assurances that the

incidents would be investigaed To date,little if any attempt at accountabilitgver

followed internal investigations on the use of civilians as human slifelbiserefore,
although the | srael HCJ has sought to stre
of civilians as human shields, thdras been little impact on the ground.

3.25. That being saidn the monthof June 2009Israeli authorities appear to have taken initial
and unexpectesteps to respu to civil society allegations:

3.26. In April 2009, the Israeli human rightsrganisation Adalal wrote to the Deputy State
Attorney demanding an investigation into the ongoing use of Palestinian civilians as
human shields in violation of the 2005 HCJ ruling. The letter contained details of six
incidents involving the use diumanshields during Operationdst Lead; two of the
victims were under 18. On 21 April, Adalah received a response from the Military
Advocate General (MAG), stating that the allegations were being examined. No
communication followed. A reminder letter was sent18 June 2009, with details of yet
another incident involving a }yearold child. On 22 June, Adalah received a response
from the military attorney on operational issues stating that the military was investigating
their claims. On 2 July, the militaryopce investigation branch (Mitsach) called Adalah
to ask for details about three of the Operation Cast Lead victims. On ,6Adialah
forwarded details of yet another case, in which a father and hisdrbld son were used
as human shields. Mitsach texpted meetings with the three victiihshad asked for
detailsaboyt al t hough Adal ahdéds | etters of all ega
Mitsach representatives at the Erez crossing on Monday, 13 July; one of theena$
the children usg as ahuman shield on 5 January 2009 in G&Zase6 in the present
repor); hewasaccompanied by his mother.

It is unusual for Mitsach to want to meet with victims of human shields incic
Invariably, MAG eventually responds to letters with a declaréeniion to investigatg
the alleged incidents. These investigations are internal, conducted by the military
and we are seldom informed of their process or outcome

Rana AsaliAdv., Adalah

“To DCl6s and Adal ahdéds knowledge, no indictment ever
allegations. However, according to media repor®dtober 2007t he | sr ael i ArGabi AsBken@zhi ef of
chastised Brigadier General Yair Golan, the outgoing commander of the Israeli forces in the West Bank, and delayed

his promotion for at least nine months because under his command, Israeli $@ldiesed Palestinians as human
shields.See: http://www.adalah.org/eng/pressreleases/pr.php?file=07_10 28

3 Adalah- The Legal Centréor Arab Minority Right in Israelhttp://www.adalah.org/engddalah led a group of

seven lIsraeli organisatiornkat petitioned the High Court of Justice on the issue of human shields in @02,

eventually led to the 2005 ruling.
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On 28 April 2009 DCl-Israel senta letter to the Israeli Ministry of Defence and the
Israeli Ministry of Justiceconcerningt h e | srael i ar myos use
shields** The letters listedive incidents documented by D®alestineand requestd
that the authoritiesake actionto hold perpetrators to accoujgee Annexure C]. No
immediate response was received &@l-Israel wrote again on 11 Magnd 24 May,
this time requesng an acknowledgment of receipht the date of publication of this
report, he Ministry of Justicehasstill not respondedo theseletters. The Ministry of
Defence respondedid- May confirming receipt of the 11 May letter [s@anexure C.
DClI-Israelemailedthe Ministry of Defenceon 10 Junéhanking them for the response
and urgng them to submit detailed answers to questionsThe Ministry responded on
17 Junethat the incidentsmentioned in our lettewere being investigated arfdrther
detailscould notbe shared until the investigatiowsre completedseeAnnexure CJ.

Finally,*> on 8 July 2009, the Office of tHdN Special Representative of the Secretary
General (SRSG) on Children and Armed Conflieteived a telephone call from the
Israeli mission in New Yorkrequesting furtherinformation on the human shield
allegationsincluded in theSRSG's submissioto the Human Rights Council at its 10
sessiorf® The SRSG referred this query to the Ist@8IT 1612 Working Group on
Children and Armed Conflict, of which D@alestine is a memb#ér.

Use of Palestinian children as informers

Executive summary

4.1.

The use of civilians as informers to assist the enemy power constitaascrime’® The

Israeli military continues to sketo recruit Palestinian children as informdhsough
coerciveinterrogationtechniquesdespite the October 2005 Israeli High Court of Justice
ruling that bannedhis practice”’ Since2007, DCI hascollectedat least fivestatements

from children who allege that they were asked to become informers under.duress
Children coerced into assisting the occupying power are exposed to lethal threats, yet

“ Letters were sent to both the Minister and to the hurigdits department of the Ministry of Justice.

%5 In July 2008, DClPalestine submitted a report to the UN Human Rights Council on the use of Palestinian
children as human shields by the | sraeld. arlfgriodicor | sr a
Review(UPR) mechanism. The matter was briefly raised during the thoee interactive discussion among the 47
members of the Council but no specific recommendatisereadopted on the matter.

“6 See paragraph B1of the present report.

*” UN Security Council Resolution 1612 on Children and Armed Conflict, adopted in July 2005, established a
monitoring, reporting and compliance mechanism on six grave child rights violations occurring in conflict
(including recruitment or use of children hostlities). The IsraelOPT monitoring and reporting mechanisi6(2
Working Group was established in April 200&nd includes UN agencies aimtternational and local NGOs; it

reportsregularlytot he SRSGés office, which f WorkingGraugonChddtemand o t he

Armed Conflid, mandated to make recommendations to the Security Council
“8 See paragraph.8. of the present report.
“9 Adalah versus Military Commander of the West B@#RJ 3799/02
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totally isolated by their shameful secret and thus helpléss. DCIl 0 's knowl e
investigations have never been carried out and perpetramasnunpunished.

Recommendatio:

4.2. The State party should take immediate steps to ensure compliance with OPAC and the
2005 ruling of its own High Court of Justice and adopt measutesensure that all
cases involving the IsraelBecur ity Agencyods faunderl8spas ed r e
informers are thoroughly and impartially investigated and those found responsible are
brought promptly to justice.

Definition

4.3. A common practice used by Isragd gather intelligence on potential Palestinian
resistance and ultimatelgtrengthenits occupationof the Palestinian territorys the
recruitment ofPalestiniansincluding undetl8s,asinformersfor the Israeli intelligence
The task of an informes to monitor andreport onthe movements gbeople in higer
area of residece or agy otherassigned area. Usually, the informer reports directly to his
recruiter or indirectly through the head of the local or regibnalf o rrime s 6

4.4. The body responsible for recruiting Palestiniansirdsrmers is the Israel Security
Agency (ISA), also known as the Shabak, and formerly known asG#meeral Security
Service(GSS) The Shabak is @ Israelidomestic agency respobke for intelligence
gathering; it carries outovert operations inthe OPT, conductsinterrogatios of
Palesinian detaines, and recruits informersand other types of agentsThe Shabak
reports directly to thésraeli Prime MinisteP!

45. | s rsatight dontrol @er mostaspects of Palestinian lifgreatly facilitates the task of
recruiting informers including children. Each year, approxiately 700 Palestinian
children from the West Ban&tre arrestedn suspicion of threatening the security of the
State of Israéf and areinterrogated andietained by the Israeli army.Palestinian
childrenasyoung asl2 are commonly arrestéxy Israeli soldier$ oftenin the middle of
the night The child istypically handcuffed blindfolded andthrown in the backof a
military jeepwithout any knowledge of why or where he/skébeingtaken. Children are
often mistreated during the transfer process and arrivihatinterrogation and detention

%0 DCI-Palestine,Use of Children in theOccupied Palestinian TerritoriegAugust 2004) http://www.dck
pal.org/english/ publ/display.cfm?Docld=277&Categoryldg&ge 30

1 DCI-PalestinelUse of Children irthe Occupied Palestinian Territorigpage 29

°2|n 2008 the most common offence Palestinian children were charged with under Israeli military law, was stone
throwing. See DGPalestine,Palestinian Child Prisoners: The systematic and institutionalisettefitment and

torture of Palestinian children by Israeli authorities (11 June  2009): http://www.dck
pal.org/english/publ/display.cfm?Docld=1166&Categoryldp8ge 6

*3|bid, page 8

24


http://www.dci-pal.org/english/%20publ/display.cfm?DocId=277&CategoryId=8
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/%20publ/display.cfm?DocId=277&CategoryId=8
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/publ/display.cfm?DocId=1166&CategoryId=8
http://www.dci-pal.org/english/publ/display.cfm?DocId=1166&CategoryId=8

Defence for Children Internation@Cl)

centres traumatised, tired and aloBeiring interrogationthey are denied access to a

lawyer and subjected to a number of prohibitedercivetechniques includinglapping

and kicking; painful positionabuse; solitary confinemensleep deprivation; and a
combination of physical and pdyalogical threats* It is at this stagé whenthe childis

most terrified and stilignorant of higherfatei thatthe interrogator offers tcelease the

child if he/she accepts to become an informert hus turning the chil d
means of obtaining informatiorOther incentives used includeffers of money or
employment in IsraelThe Shabak also frequently resorts to threais lblackmaif®

46. Detainees forced to choose between the lesser of two evils cannot be seen as becoming
informers by choiceln view of this, and the fact that informers are placed into
considerable danger by virtue of their spyiagivities DCl-Israel and DGPalestine
consider this practice @mmount tdforcedparticipationof children in hostilities

Prohibition under international law

47. The S h a b as ofdalestinian childrefunder B) asinformers contravene®PAC
Article 2.°°

48. Under theRome Statute of the International Criminal Coiéiicompelling the nationals of
the hostile party to take part in the operations of war directed against their own cduntry
is prohibited and consideredfiaerious violations of the laws and custoapplicable in
international armed conflictand a war crimé’

49. Further, Article31 of theFourth Geneva Conventigprohibits partiesfrom seekng to
obtain information from civilians through physical or psychological pressuréNo
physical or morakoercion shall be exercised against protected persons, in particular to
obtain information from them or from third partiés

Prohibition under Israeli domestic law

4.10. In theOctober 2005 Israelligh Court of Justice ruling on the use of human shitids
then Chief Justice Aharon Barakpressed his opiniaiat protected residents could not

54 i
Ibid, page 6
%5 iShabakuses various ways to recruit collaborators. Frequently, it begins with an order to theSloahalofficer
who wil |l evaluate the prospective agentodés vulnerabildi

recruitment or cease the attempt. In many casesSitabdalofficer will use blackmail to recruit collaborators, even

in the face of initial fim resistance. In other cases, tBfabakofficer will force the prospective agent into a
dilemma, whereby he or she will have to choose between the lesser of two evils. There are many célesbakere
refused to grant a Palestinian a travel permit tartsfer a sick relative to a hospital in Jerusalem, unless he or she
agrees to work foBhabak ©®CI-PalestinelUse of Children in the Occupied Palestinian Territorigage 30

* Refer to paragraph 3.6. of the present report.

>’ Article 8(2)(b)(xv) of theRome Statute of the International Criminal Colureflects customary international law.
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be used by the occupying army for purposes related to th& Wahe civilian population

is not to be used for the military needs of the occupying army. Thepoar® be
"volunteered" for cooperation with the army. From this general principle is derived the
specific prohibition of use of local residents as a "human shield". Also derived from this
principle is the prohibition of use of coercion (physical or modélprotected persons in
order to obtdin intelligence.d

4.11. On the same grounds, the ruling also ordered the army to revokeghei or war ni |
pr oc e,dllowirg&oldiers to use consenting Palestinian civilians to pass messages to
wanted personk a practice which had resulted in the killing of a civilidnsticeBarak
went on to state thatYou cannot exploit the civilian population for the army'sitamy
needs, and you cannot force them to collaborate with the.affy

Incidents

4.12. Despite tiese prohibitionsthere is evidencéhat the Shabakcontinues to seek to recruit
Palestinian children as informers recent years, DGPalestine has natollected ay
testimonies fronPalestinian child informer%. An informer is perceived in Palestinian
soci ety adlabaratdby pé hat © s whod&nowirglycpoperatep with s o n
the Israeli authorities against the interests of Rladestinianpeople and their national
cause®? If exposeddcollaboratordare likely to be subjected not only personabiolent
retributive attacksut also to harsh sentenciingncluding death sentencésunderthe
jurisdiction of the Palestinian Natial Authority or Hamas authorities in GéZaThe
issue is extremely sensitive, and researching cases is djfficuitollaboratoré (and
former &ollaborator§ cannot speak openly about their experience,eaeth justasking
guestiors may put them atisk.

4.13. The eventsbelow were documented by DCGPalestine in 2002. l&hough the incident
itself falls outside the reporting period,gives a striking example dhe danger to which
Palestinianc ol | abor at or s ére exmoseavithin ¢hiri condmurdtyr and
judicial system.

%8 Refer to paragraph 3.8. of the present report.

%9 Adalah versus Military Commander of the West B@#RJ 3799/02

€0 http://www.acri.org.il/eng/story.aspx?id=250

b1 See 2002004 case studies in DEalestineUse of Children in the Occupied Palestinian Territoripages 31

35.

%2 |bid, page 30

% fafter the establishment of the Palestinian State Security @od@95, Palestinian collaborators, when caught,

were tried there. The State Security Court quickly established a reputation for its failure to guarantee a fair trial.
According to the |Israeld. human r i ght sserdenaggsata suspacted on B
collaborators from 1995 to October 2002. Of these, two sentences were implemented and the defendants executed.
In late 2003, the Court was dismantled as a result of internal and external pressure ondhigd?page 31
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Case 8

Case8 - Jihad and Khaled Kamiel (17)

On 1 February 2002, Jihad Kam({&l7), Khaled Kamiel(17) andMahmoud Kamie(32)

were arrested by the Palestinian police force witioars of killing Osama Kamiel,

Palestinian Preventative Security officer and menabdfateh. During the investigatiol
Jihad, Khaled and Mahmoud confesseadtiaborating with Israel antb the killing of
Osama Kamiel. On 5 February 2002, tBwate Security Court sentenced Mahmc
Kamiel to 15 years for incitement to commmturder and for collaborating with tr
occupation; Khaled and Jihad were sentenceteath for murdeand collaborating witt
Israel Their sentences were redudedL5 years, given their status as minors.

As a reslt of these verdicts, nearly two thousand Palestinian protestors gathesadke
the Court and demanded the execution of the collaborators. The demonsiitaitked
the Court and shot dead the three accused persons. Palestinian NGQkel
responsibity on the Palestinian police forces, since they could not protect
defendants. The police forces laid the responsibility on the Israeli occupation,
demolished the original Court facility in Jenin, forcing it teloeate toan alternative
rentedbuilding difficult to protect.n addition, he police headquarters added that if
police were to prevent the angry mob of people from entering the court, it would le
thekilling and injury of a lage number of people and polite

4.14. For these reasons, child detainees and former child detainees interviewed by DCI
Palestine seldom acknowledge being asked to become informers during interrogation, let
alone acceping. This is especially the case with children interviewedile still in
detention, in the presence of other Palestinian security detainees. Yet, in its 2004 research
on the subjectpCl-Palestine published the results of a survey in which 25 out of 40
former child prisoners intervieweportedhaving beerasked or pressured tmcome
informersby the Israeliauthorities?” In the lastthreeyears DCI-Palestine collected at
leastfive such(solicited and unsolicitgdeportsfrom underl8s In the best interests of
these children, DCGPalestine did not pursue these cases furBeow are summaries of
three of these cases; full affidavited photographsan be found innexure D1 Cases
9-11.°°

Case9

4.15. A 17-yearold boyfrom Hebron was arrested @8 May 2007and held for 35 days in
solitary confinement. He was threatened, exposed to cold temperaiunelonged

Ibid, page 31
% |bid, page 31
% Affidavits for the two other cases documented by {P@lestine are only available in Arabic.
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periods of timeand interrogated for 20 days. In this context, he was asked to beoome a
informer.

Case 9 Abdullah J. (17)

Abdullah J. (17), from Hebron, was arrested 28 May 2007after being summoned t
the District Coordination OfficeHe washandcuffed, blindfolded anklis legs were tiec
before being taketo AskelanDetention Centre. Hevas charged with planning to kidn:
a setler. Each iterrogation session lasted for tlWwours between whictbdullahwould
be held in solitary confinement in a cold air conditioned CEfle interrogatothreatenec
to demolish his home and asked him to becommfmrmer for IsraelAbdullah spent 35
days in solitary confinementithout being allowed t@hangehis clothes.In total hewas
interrogatedor 20 days

19 July 2007

Casel0

4.16. A 17-yearold boy from Bethlehemvas arrested on 25 July 2008 and held in Etzion for
eight days without charge. He was then transferrdetzmn Interrogation and Detention
Centre and asked to cooperate with the Israeli authorities. After he refuseas ptaced
in administrative detdion and remains in prison todagn the basis of secret evidence
and without trial

Case 100 Mohammad B. (17)

Mo hammad Bwa®assadsinatethl®y an Israeli specialinrtarch 2008 He was
arrested on 16 April 2008 and releaseednonth laterfor lack of evidence He was
arrestedagain on 25 July 2008lIsraeli soldiers lew up the iron door ofhe familyhouse
and asked for Mohammad by name. He Wwassdcuffed and blindfoldedhrown orto the
floor with rifles pointed to his face. He was beatand shouted at, and asked about
location of some weapons.

Mohammad was thetaken toEtzion Interrogation and Detention Centre and kept tr
for eight dayspefore beingransferred to Ofer prisowhere he was interrogatedThe
interrogator saidthat | would be released immediately and | could go home
cooperated. | asked how I could work with them and he said | have first to salyeye

he would give me the detail s. I r [eepson
killed by Israeli authorities for reasons related to the confiiet] you are asking me to t
aninforoerand wor k with you?0 He replied

said that I did not want to work with them and they had no evidsgaiest med
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The interrogator told Mohammad that there wasecret fileon him andhe was put in
administrative detentio [detention without charge or trialjt the date of publication o
the report, Mohammaig still detained. He has beenadministative detentiorior nearly
a year, since 25 July 2008.

12 August 200€

Casell

4.17. A 16-yearold boywas arrested at midnight on 26 March 2009, handcubfiatifolded
andinterrogatedn his village schoolHe was asked to work as arfiormer and insulted
and physically abused when he refusede signed a confession under duress and was
sentenced to three months imprisonment.

CaselliMabdzouz K. (16)

Mab6zouz was 26avarche2009 éram Harivillage, near Nablusalong with
many other boys. Hikandsweretied with plastic ties antie wasblindfolded He was
interrogatedn the village schooby anintelligence officer fiHe was smiling at me. H
asked me about my health. He was polite. He asked me to collaboratemvahd work
as an inforner. 1 Al | you have to do is tell
activities targeting state security, especially people your age who throw stone
Molotov cocktails on the road that leads to Arjal West Bank settlement]de said.
Al 6 m n o lsaicto lEnp Me became angry and shouted afinyeo u 6 | | S
happen to you, dog. o

He was lateaccused of throwing stones at settler cBiging the interrogation, hiarm
was twisted behind his back artte wasslapped across the faoceerbally abusedand
threatened il f you donboét conf ess, we ol | no
set t | eAftee this, hed confessed. He wasentenced ira military court to three
months imprisonment and a fine of NIS 500.

20 April 2009

Child rights violations and longerm consequences

4.18. Each time a Palestinian child is successfully recruited as an informer, he/she is victim of
multiple violations ofhis/hermost fundamental rightsis/herright to life, survival and
development,his/her right to be free from physical or mental violence, abuHe,
treatment or exploitatigrandhis/herright to freedon?’

57 CRC Articles 6, 19 and 37.
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419. Child 6col |l aboratorso6 are physically or psyc
dishonourable and potentiallethal situation m which they may Ise everything they
have, including their dignity, their famgiland their lfe. Yet they ae trapped in such
predicaments, which are rarely reversible, from the beginning. At the time of the 2005
HCJ rulingon the use of human shields, Justice Barak told the piéisss uncommon
that there is ever really free will ... Ninetyne out of 100 times, it's not freallwit is
very difficult to confirm will, and | am concerned that when an army unit comes at night,
no one will refus@®® Justice Beinisttoncurred and explained at leng#’hen a local
resident is asked by a military commander, accompanied by armedf@mcey, toassist
in an act performed against the population to which he belongs, evenriégbest is
made for a desirable objective, the resident has no real option of reft@nggquest,
and therefore his conseitis not consend®® The stigma, sham, and fear that must be
the burden of <chil dren coer sistaligence seovicea s si st
can only bemagined.

While | was detained in the village school, one of the soldiers violently twisted m
behindmy back while another one slapped me across the face andisBid n 6 t
Fuck you, br oThateeally afféctecamewsyachologicaby.

Madzou

Accountability

420. The Shabakcontinues toseek to recruitPalestinian civiliansincluding children, as
informers through coercion, threats, incentives and blackmail, violation of
International Humanitarian Law, International Human Rights Lawiamdntempt othe
2005 judgment of the HCwith total impunity.

4.21. Letters sent by DClsrael concerninghe subject have so far remained unanswebed.
28 April 2009 DCl-Israel sent a letteo the Israeli Ministry of Defence and the Israeli
Ministry of Justiceconcerninglsraefs use of children asformers[seeAnnexure C].”
The letters requestdbatthe authoritieprovide informationonth&€ habak 6 s at t e mg
recruitchild informers No immediate response was received and-Blel wrote again
on 11 May and 24 May, this time requesting an acknowledgment of receipt. At the date
of publication of this reportstill no response has been received on the matter by either
ministry.

® The | ndeplennrdaealti, Uis e of "human shields' i s jud
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/midaiast/israeluseof-humanshieldsis-judgedillegal-509907.html

% Adalah versus Militey Commander of the West BaftkCJ 3799/02

0 Letters were sent to both the Minister and to the human rights department of the Ministry of Justice.
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5. Concluding remarks

5.1. The Israeliauthoritiescontinue touse, or seek to uslalestinian kildren (under 18hs
human shieldand informersand to coerce them into assisting their occupmeyjolation
of International Humanitarian Lawnternational Human Rights Lgwn contempt ofthe
2005 judgment of thelsraeli High Court of Justice, and in flagrant disregarof
recommendationssuedoy UN human rights bodies

5.2 In addition,Israel continesto reject its obligations to implemetite Convention on the
Rights of the Child and its Option&rotocolon the Involvement of Children in Armed
Conflict in the OPT, as demonstrated by thep in theStatePartyd snitiai reporton its
compliance with OPAC

5.3. The incidentsdetailedin this report constitute serious child rights violations and war
crimes and must be comprehensively and impartially investigated with a view to hold
individual perpetrators to account. It is also extremely worrying to obdhevdotal
inability of thelsraeli High Court of Justicéo enforce its owr2005ruling, which offered
much hope for accountabilitipCl-Israel and DCPalestinaurge the Committee tgive its
consideration tohesegravemattersand adopt theecommendations below.

6. Recommendations

6.1. The State party should take immediate steps to ensure compliance with OPAC and the
2005 ruling of its own High Court of Justice and adopt measurnesensure that the
Israeli army desists from using human shieldsattthta | | cases i nvolving
of under18s as human shields in military operatiorere thoroughly and impartially
investigated andhat those found responsible are brought promptly to justice.

6.2. The State party should take immediate steps to ensurapt@ance with OPAC and the
2005 ruling of its own High Court of Justice and adopt measutesnsure that all cases
i nvolving the I srael:. Secur it yl8Aag mformerso s at t
are thoroughly and impartially investigated arttiat those found responsible are brought
promptly to justice.

6.3. The State party should take immediate steps to enshat all interrogations of children
are audicvisually recorded and conducted in the presence of a lawyer and parent of the
child.

6.4. The Stde party should immediatg amend Military Order 132and raise the age of
majority for Palestinian children to 18, in accordance with Israeli domestic law.
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ANNEXURE A T Testimonies and photograph®f cases of humantselds

Case 1

Name of victim: Mohammad B.

Age at incident 13

Date of incident 15 April 2004

Location: Biddu, West Bank

Place of residenceBiddu, West Bank
Affidavit taken from victim by: DCI-Palestine

On Thursday, 15 April 2004, there was a demonstration but |
not join it. Instead, |1 went to the roundabout in the centre of
town but did not find anyone there. So | got into a car and we
al-Nabi Samoeal area where we own a piece of land. | faun
group of young men aged -2@ sitting there. | joined them and x

watched the army. It was around 12:30pm. HENEMIMEE FEEne T [efsien
Photo provided by family.

| saw a fourwheeler belonging to the army approaching us. | started running and the
wheeler chased me. There were two armed soldiers on it. | ran for abei Bfetres anc
entered a fenced land. The soldiers got off the-fadueeler and came aftene. They threw
sound bomb but | did not look back. | kept running and climbed the fence. One of the ¢
came and grabbed me. He sl apped me acro
threw stones, 0 he said. oful sdiwd nuést stihtrtoiw
started to insult me. All that happened while | was trying to get away from him.

The other soldier c¢closed the gate and ¢
approached us. They each grabbed one of mmd$iand dragged me on tlggound on my
abdomen. fAilmet, do do dndt do anything to vy
me. | clung to an iron rod used for the vines to creep on, but the soldienrsittiept me to make
me let go ofhe rod. Tley kept dragging me all the way to the foulreeler. One of them drove
while the other one grabbed my neck. | tried now and then to lower my legs to the ¢
Whenever the second soldier noticed that, he would press hard on my neck.

The soldier drog the fourwheeler for about 26@50 metres until we reached a plain land. 1
two soldiers pulled me from the fewheeler. Then, another two soldiers attacked me. T
were about four military jeeps and many soldiers in that plain land. The other tai@rsc
attacked me and kept hitting me randomly all over my body. One of them hit me with his
while the othekicked meA third soldier approached me and grabbed my shoulders. He
me and pushed me to the front of one of the jeeps. He forceéd $it on the hood. He took r
belt and tied my left arm to the grille covering the windshield. | was kept tied in this positi
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4-5 hours until it was 4:30pm. Durin
this time every soldier that passed |
would insult and beat me.

Then, an officer came and slapped
once. n Wh 'y ar e y
asked him. ASheke:r
said in Hebrew. 1
~ you son of a bitc
. 6Don6t sl ap lImesomafa
" bitch, youbdre the

officer was about 36 years old. He ¢
this to me 15 minutes after the soldiers tied me to the grille. The young men stopped tl
stones at the soldiers for about half an hour. A soldier with a bogg came to me. He slapp
me and punched me in the nose and one of my cheeks. At this point, Teeedy minutes
later, 34yearold Adel Hussein .Srom the village came to the place. He was about 20 m
away from the soldiers when they stopped. They ordered him to take off his trousers. He
so. Then, they ordered him to lift his sweater. He did everything they asked him to. F
lowered his underwear to his feet. After that, they ordered him to put his clothes back
approach themAt t hi s point, he said to them in
that to him. o

The soldiers attacked him al/l together

About 10 minutes later, Rabbi Eri¢gk Jewish protestedame to the place and started callii
soldiers through loudspeakers. He was trying to convince them to let me go. Wi
approached them, they grabbed him and tied him up and put him next to Adel. The youn
this point started throwing stones at th@ldiers, who chased them in the fauneeler; but they
didnét <catch any. The soldiers fired te
thrown back. | began coughing and mucus came out of my mouth. | asked a soldier to
insidetheg ep but he respordsthuby ugp dardslappig Se. e

The soldiers kept me tied to the grille fabours. | was very cold because | was wearin
sweater with short sleeves and the weather was very cold. Then, a soldét onatiand |
t hought he would release me, but he took
but | refused. Two soldiers then grabbed me and threw me inside the jeep. My head ¢
against the ceiling. Then, they brought Adel and RabickEnside the jeep.

They drove us to a hill top where they were bulldozing lands to build the Wall. We staye
for about 20 minutes on the hill because the jeep was very close to turning over after
over a rock. Another jeep was driving bathius. The rabbi was sitting next to me and Adel
in front of me. The rabbi took off his jacket and gave it to me to wear. He had tried to give
jacket earlier, while | was tied to the
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The soldiers pulledis out of the jeep on the hill. Two soldiers walked in front of us, \
another two walked behind us. We walked for about 50 metres. Half an hour later, a n
jeep came and took us Hadasha; a welknown area in aKhalaila neighbourhood of th
village of alJib. Two soldiers were sitting by the back door of the jeep to guard us while al
jeep drove behind us. They dropped us at Hadasha. Two hours later; at around 8:00pm

of ficer came to wus. AWho brougdhiteryouihle
home, 06 he said. Altdéds dark and | cannot
said.

| went down while Adel and Erick stayed. | reached the street and found it full of soldier
went to another street and headedone of the nearby houses inkdialaila neighbourhood.
found people inside and they asked me:
me food and a sweater. I called my fath
hour late. He took me to his house. Ten minutes later my aunt came and took me bac
house. | reached the house at around 9:30pm.

6 May 2004

Affidavitfrom Mohammadoés f at her

On Thursday, 15 April 2004, at around 1:30pm, | was working as a taxi driver. | ¢
passengers from @l a b i Samoeal . Then, I received
telling me that the soldiers had caught my son Mohammad. | drove to the pldin Eaw two
Israeli jeeps about 300 metres away. My son Mohammad was tied on the hood of one of 1
and soldiers were surrounding the place. When | saw this, | tried to go to the soldiers to
my son but young men kept shouting at me to corle ha they thought the soldiers would oj
fire at me. | came back to where | was and stood there looking at Mohammad. My tear
down and | did not know what to do for him. | stood there for about two hours. It was a hi
scene. | wanted to reaany son but | could not.

At around 2:30pm, | saw the soldiers untying my son and putting him inside the jeep. Th
him in the jeep to the top of the mountain along with Adel and the Rabbi. They kept then
mountain for about half an hour. Thetey took them to the entrance of the village in ano
j eep. At around 6:00pm, my mobile phon
bull dozer driver. Dond6ét worry, your son
could not get hial of him.

At around 7:30pm, my mobile phone rang.
Hadasha, 06 Mohammad sai d. AiGo home, 06 he
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Photo provided by family.
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came to a house and told its residents about
story, 0 hyavhesegoudre uniil Sdmaol
comes and pick you up from aKhalaila
nei ghbourhood, 0 | said

We could not get to where he was because it

- crowded with soldiers. One of my sisters went tt

and brought him back to the house. | felt sad .
humiliated. | was ready to sacrifice my life so tf
Mohammad would not experience what he |
experienced. | was ready to do the impossible fol

| only son. | would give away my life for him.

Before his aunt brought him home, | could 1|
believe that | would ever see him again. His sis
kept crying and begging me to bring him back
cried and drove the car away because | could
bear their crying and sadness over themother. I,
his own father, could not protect him from t
soldiers. | kept thinking they would humiliate me
front of my son or humiliate my son in front of ma
now live in a rented house. | was planning

building a house on a piece of land givennie by
my father, but it was confiscated to build the Wall

6 May 2004
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Case 2

Name of victim: Ameed E.

Age at incident 15

Date of incident 26 February 2007

Location: Nablus

Place of residenceNablus, Old City

Affidavit taken from victim by: DCI-Palestine

On Monday,26 February 2007, taabout 5:00am|
was wden up by sounds of intengunfire and sound
bombs. However, | stayed in bed. | was asleep in §

room in my house located in Tulkaiablus Street, pqeeq shortly after the incident. Photo take
known by Haifa Street, 20 metres away frontatam by DCIPalestine.

Street. | also heard sounds of engines. | immediately

got up and turned on the TW watch the alAfak local channel. | read on the news ticker that
Israeli army had invaded the city of Nablus. A few minutes later, | heard knocking on the «
our house. My mother went and opened the door. She moved back when she saw tf
soldiers at the door, as she explained to us later. One of the soldiers threw an object,
thought it was a stone. Within seconds, the object exploded, creating a deafening sound.

| left the room and headed towards the kitchen, five metres away from the door of the hot
house is located on the second floor with stairs leading to the main street. My mother thei
us and asked us to leave the house. We left the houselfrbgottzer Ahmad (27), his wife (22
his daughters Shahad (2) and Waodéd (1),
grandmother (75) and |.

We reached the balcony, adjacent to the main entrance of the house. One of the ¢
wearing a khakuniform and a helmet, and carrying a weapon, ordered me to lift up my s
did so. He then asked me to approach him. When | approached him, he grabbed my he
pushed me towards another soldier, who pushed me again towards another one and seec
was about 12 soldiers who kept pushing me around. Their faces were painted. They did t
thing to Arafa and Ahmad. Then the soldiers gathered us on the main street, and force
walk ahead of them at gunpoint. They herded U3 tobosiseflanre i g h b o u r, @&dgcerit to
our house on the west.

When we reached the neighboursé house, v
| srael’i soldiers had broken into the ne
were holding lte 11 family memberseverof them were children, in the living room. The livi
room was a large room, about 40 square metres. It had a set of couches on one side
couch on another side. It had no bathroom. All the family members were sittihg oauches
and we were ordered to sit in the other corner of the room. Some of the soldiers were in tt
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